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Education and Community

SEASIDE Institute™ hosts
University of Florida student tours

By Christy Milliken,
Executive Director,
SEASIDE Institute™

In an inspiring celebration of educa-
tion and community planning, the SEA-
SIDE Institute™ welcomed students from
the University of Florida Master of Sci-
ence in Real Estate program to partake
in an immersive experience across the
scenic locations of SEASIDE’, Rosemary
Beach and Alys Beach on April 4. The
program, led by esteemed faculty mem-
ber Dr. Steve Martin, Clinical Assistant
Professor of Finance, Insurance, and
Real Estate Development at Warrington
College of Business, provided a unique
opportunity to explore the history and
innovations of the DPZ CoDesign mas-
ter-planned communities.

Spanning two days in the picturesque
region of South Walton, students delved
into the intricacies of real estate devel-
opment, architectural brilliance, retail
strategies, sustainability efforts, and the
success stories of mixed-use neighbor-
hood planning. Through this holistic
approach, the tours emphasized the im-
portance of community resilience and
intentional design in fostering thriving
urban environments.

The Alys Beach Experience

The first stop of the enlightening
tour was Alys Beach, where Diana
Lane, Director of Public Relations, set
the stage with an extensive overview of
the town’s intentional design elements.
From its striking architectural forms to
its commitment to sustainability, Alys
Beach served as a prime example of for-
ward-thinking urban planning. Students
were encouraged to examine how metic-
ulous design can enhance both aesthetic
appeal and functional utility, creating a
harmonious balance between natural
beauty, the arts, and human develop-
ment.

Rosemary Beach: Architecture
and Community

In Rosemary Beach, the exploration
continued with a guided tour led by Lar-
ry Davis of Seaside Community Realty
and Bret Azzarelli, the Town Architect for
Rosemary Beach. This segment of the tour
highlighted the seamless integration of
architecture and community, showcasing
how thoughtful planning contributes to
the vibrancy and cohesion of a neighbor-
hood. Students gained valuable insights
into the design principles that make Rose-
mary Beach a standout example of new
urbanism and mixed-use development.
Seaside: The Birthplace of New Urbanism
The culmination of the tour took place in
SEASIDE®, where Robert Davis, the vi-
sionary Co-Founder of Seaside, provided
an in-depth look at the origins of new ur-
banism. Founded in 1981, SEASIDE® was
designed to challenge conventional subur-
ban sprawl and promote walkable, sustain-
able communities. Davis shared the town’s
journey from concept to reality, providing
students with a firsthand glimpse into the
transformative power of intentional com-
munity planning.

Reflections on Holistic Development

Throughout the tours, the students ex-
plored the practical application of mixed-
use neighborhood planning — a corner-
stone of DPZ CoDesign’s philosophy. By
integrating residential, commercial and
recreational spaces, these master-planned
communities demonstrate how thoughtful
design enhances the quality of life for res-
idents while fostering economic and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Students were inspired by the stories
of success and resilience embedded in
the histories of these towns, as they re-
flected on how the lessons learned could
be applied to future real estate and urban
development projects. The tours also un-
derscored the importance of collaboration
among developers, architects, and plan-
ners to achieve visionary goals.

Flourishing Season

SEASIDE Institute™ Welcomes CEO of
Trilith to Board of Governors

By Christy Milliken,
Executive Director,
SEASIDE Institute™

The SEASIDE Institute™ welcomes Rob
Parker to its Board of Governors. Parker is
president and CEO of the Town at Trilith,
an award-winning, master planned resi-
dential and mixed-use community located
in south metro Atlanta, Ga., adjacent to
Trilith Studios. Town at Trilith accolades
and honors include mixed-use Commu-
nity of the Year from the OBIEs, “Best
American Living Award” from the Na-
tional Association of Homebuilders and
“Community of the Year” from Builder &
Developer Magazine. Rob has a master’s
degree in organizational leadership from
Gonzaga University and over 35 years of
experience in executive leadership on a
local, national and international level. He
serves as the president of the National
Town Builder’s Association (NTBA) and is
on the national board of directors for the
Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU).
Prior to his work as a town builder/place
maker, Rob served as a chief executive in
a variety of industries including music en-
tertainment, charitable organizations and
community development.

The Seaside Institute attended the inau-
gural Flourishing Summit in May hosted
by the Trilith Foundation. The Flourishing
Summit is in partnership with the Global

Rob Parker

Fourishing Study Team where select lead-
ers explored the impact of a meaningful life
focused on mental and physical wellness,
artistic expression and social impact. We

dove deep into every dimension of human !
potential and how best to unlock it. This
gathering was about more than learning !

— it was about experiencing, connecting
and co-creating a future where being well
and doing good go hand in hand. Speakers
included Dan Cathy, Chief Vision Officer,
Chairman of Chick-Fil-A, Byron Johnson,
Baylor University, Matthew Lee, PH.D,,
Harvard University, and more on May 12
and 13 at the Town at Trilith.

A Lasting Impact

The SEASIDE Institute’s efforts to
host these tours highlight its commit-
ment to education and innovation. By
bringing together the next generation of
real estate professionals with luminaries
in the field, the Institute continues to
serve as a beacon for thoughtful com-
munity planning and sustainable devel-
opment.

As the students returned to the Uni-
versity of Florida — Warrington College
of Business, they carried with them not
only a wealth of knowledge but also a
deep appreciation for the power of in-
tentional design and holistic planning. It
is initiatives like these that pave the way

for a brighter, more sustainable future in
urban development.

The SEASIDE Institute™ once again
proves that education, collaboration,
and visionary planning are the corner-
stones of building resilient and thriving
communities. The Seaside Institute is
planning to work together with the UF
Warrington college program this Fall on
a symposium discussion that focuses on
the story of Daryl Davis, Co-Founder of
Seaside.

To learn more
visit us online at
seasideinstitute.org
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