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The 32nd Annual Seaside Prize,
held Feb. 6-8, 2026, brought together
leaders,
ty members to celebrate excellence in
architecture, urban design, and com-
munity development. This year’s event
featured a series of engaging presen-
tations, insightful panel discussions,
and networking opportunities, all set
against the picturesque backdrop of
the coastal communities of SEASIDE®,
Rosemary Beach®, and Alys Beach®,
Florida. Attendees enjoyed learning
from esteemed speakers, attending
town tours, and honoring this year’s
SEASIDE Prize recipients, Marieanne
Khoury-Vogt and Erik Vogt, for their
outstanding contributions to archi-
tecture and to the built environment
through New Urbanist principles.

visionaries, and communi-

Event Highlights and Community
Engagement

Beyond the formal programming,
the weekend included social gather-
ings, walking tours, and awards dinners
that fostered meaningful connections
among participants. The event once
again underscored Seaside’s role as a
model for innovative, people-focused
community planning and design. The
weekend also highlighted the neigh-
boring New Urbanism communities of
Rosemary Beach, and Alys Beach.

Private Reception at the Palmer House
Khoury-Vogt Architects (KVA) wel-
comed clients, sponsors, friends, and
the Seaside Institute Board of Gover-
nors on Thursday evening to the Palmer
House for a sunset reception. The Palm-
er House, designed by KVA, served as a
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welcoming venue where the homeown-
ers graciously hosted attendees for the
evening gathering on Camp Creek Lake
overlooking both the lake and the Gulf.
The home was meticulously designed in
the style that Khoury-Vogt Architects
are known for, creating a memorable ex-
perience for all who attended.

Town Tour, Welcome Reception, & Key-
note Conversation at Alys Beach

Alys Beach offered attendees a guid-
ed town tour led by Marieanne Khoury
Vogt, providing insight into the commu-
nity’s architectural features and urban
design. Following the tour, participants
gathered at Caliza for a welcoming re-
ception, setting the stage for an engaging
keynote conversation. The keynote fea-
tured Andrés Duany and Scott Merrill,
who discussed the origins and develop-
ment of the New Urbanism movement,
and the beginnings of the Seaside Insti-
tute as an instrument that has been fos-
tering education surrounding this move-
ment for 43 years and helped inspire
the foundation of CNU (The Congress
for the New Urbanism). CNU works to

The keynote featured Andrés Duany and Scott Merrill, who discussed the origins and development of the New
Urbanism movement and the beginnings of the Seaside Institute.
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Prize weekend featured guided town tours, as attendees enjoyed crisp February weather.

Legacy sponsor Edward F. San Juan (center), craftsman of the box the Seaside Prize keys are housed in, with the
Khoury Vogt team and this year’s winners, Marieanne Khoury-Vogt and Erik Vogt.

implement and activate the principles in

their mission.

During the keynote conversation,
participants delved into the devel-
opment and ongoing impact of New
Urbanism, focusing on the distinctive
qualities that define Seaside, Rosemary
Beach, and Alys Beach. Seaside, recog-
nized as a pioneering community in
this movement, served as a central case
study. The discussion also examined
how Rosemary Beach and Alys Beach
have contributed their own unique fea-
tures to the new urbanism landscape.

A highlight of the conversation was
Andrés Duany’s remarks, which under-
scored the significant achievements of
Khoury Vogt Architects. He empha-
sized the influential role of Marieanne
Khoury-Vogt and Erik Vogt in shaping
the built environment, particularly
through their work as the town archi-
tects of Alys Beach. Their contribu-
tions were recognized as instrumental
in advancing the principles.

Signature SEASIDE® Saturday - Sympo-
sium, Town Tour, and Awards

On Saturday, the Seaside Institute
and the town of Seaside warmly wel-
comed both attendees and former Sea-
side Prize recipients for a day filled
with signature events. The day’s pro-
gram featured a symposium with no-
table speakers, guided town tours, a
closing panel discussion, and celebra-
tory awards ceremonies.

The symposium brought together a
group of esteemed speakers, including
Scott Merrill, Michael Imber, Richard
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John, Maria Fernanda Sanchez, Pedro
Pablo Godoy, Marieanne Khoury-Vogt,
and Erik Vogt. Their presentations of-
fered valuable insights into architec-
ture, urban planning, and the ongoing
impact of New Urbanist principles in
shaping the community. The closing
panel discussion, skillfully moderated
by Marina Khoury, featured perspec-
tives from Mike Watkins, Geoffrey
Mouen, Ty Nunn, and the year’s prize
recipients, providing a platform for
thoughtful dialogue and reflection on
the event’s themes. The town tours
were led by Robert Davis, Andrés Dua-
ny, and Dhiru Thadani.

Attendees also had the opportunity
to view artwork by local artist Allison
Wickey. Wickey’s creation, inspired by
the architects, town planners, and the
mission of the Seaside Institute, was
on display and available for purchase.
A portion of the proceeds from the
sale of this work will benefit the ongo-
ing initiatives of the Seaside Institute,
reinforcing the event’s commitment to
fostering creativity and community en-
gagement.

The awards celebrations were held
at The Chapel at Seaside, where Rob-
ert and Daryl Davis presented honors
to the recipients. The evening culmi-
nated in an awards dinner at Bud & Al-
ley’s Waterfront Restaurant, offering a
fitting conclusion to a memorable day
dedicated to recognition, fellowship,
and the advancement of community
ideals.
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Rosemary Beach Breakfast and Tour

On Sunday, The Rosemary Beach
Homeowner’s Association gracious-
ly hosted a breakfast for attendees at
Edward’s, creating a welcoming atmo-
sphere to begin the morning. Follow-
ing the meal, participants embarked
on a guided town tour led by master
planner Andrés Duany, DPZ CoDesign
and Rosemary Beach Town Architect,
Bret Azzarelli. This tour provided an
in-depth look at the design princi-
ples and planning strategies that have
shaped the distinctive character of
Rosemary Beach, offering attendees
valuable insights into the community’s
architectural vision and development.

Community Gatherings and Cultural
Events

Following the insightful town tours,
attendees reconvened in Seaside to im-
merse themselves in the local culture
and connect with the broader com-
munity. The afternoon began with a
Matcha Tasting at Amavida Coffee
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Roasters, where participants enjoyed
a unique and flavorful experience that
fostered conversation and camarade-
rie. Afterwards, guests attended an art
opening at Anne Hunter Galleries, fea-
turing the work of artist Melissa Davis.
This event provided an opportunity for
attendees to engage with local art and
creativity, further enriching the week-
end’s celebration of community and in-
novative design.

Each year, Anne Hunter generously
donates a portion of sales from her gal-
lery opening following Prize festivities
to the Seaside Institute. This ongoing
commitment exemplifies the concept
of Civic Art, which plays a vital role
in nurturing a holistic community. By
supporting the Institute through her
artistic endeavors, Hunter helps rein-
force the values of creativity, collabora-
tion, and community engagement that
are central to the mission and spirit of
the Seaside Institute.

Weekend Overview
The Seaside Institute Executive Di-
rector, Christy Milliken, with the sup-
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port of the Seaside Institute Board of
Fellows and Board of Governors, Spon-
sors, and dedicated volunteers, curat-
ed an inspiring weekend that under-
scored Seaside’s ongoing leadership in
innovative community planning. The
event featured a thoughtfully designed
sequence of activities; each aimed at
celebrating people-centered urban de-
sign and fostering community among
participants.

Program Highlights

+ Private receptions provided oppor-
tunities for attendees to connect in
an inviting atmosphere, setting the
tone for the weekend’s events.

+ Engaging architectural tours show-
cased the unique design elements
and planning principles that define
Seaside and its neighboring commu-
nities.

+ Keynote conversations explored the
origins and development of the New
Urbanism movement, offering valu-
able insights into the philosophies
shaping these communities.

+ A symposium brought together dis-

tinguished speakers, enriching the
discourse around innovative urban
design.

+ Celebratory awards dinners recog-
nized influential figures in the field,
highlighting their contributions and
impact.

Community and Recognition
Throughout the weekend, the pro-
gram fostered meaningful connections
among attendees, encouraging collab-
oration and the exchange of ideas. The
recognition of influential individuals
further emphasized the importance of
Seaside and its neighboring communi-
ties as exemplary models for people-fo-
cused urban planning and design.

To learn more visit us online
at seasideinstitute.org

SOUTH WALTON

BEACH FLAG
WARNINGS

TEXT SAFETY TO 31279 FOR SURF CONDITIONS

WATER CLOSED TO PUBLIC
Water Activity is Prohibited*

HIGH HAZARD
High Surf and/or Strong Currents

MEDIUM HAZARD
Moderate Surf and/or Currents

LOW HAZARD
Calm Conditions, Exercise Caution

STINGING MARINE LIFE
Man O’ War, Jellyfish, Stingrays

*Entering the Gulf during double red flag conditions
can result in a $500 fine and criminal charges.
Absence of flags does not assure safe waters.
Swim at your own risk.
For emergencies call or text 911.

BeachSafety.com
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